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When is the ninth hour, scripturally 
speaking? During scriptural days, 
there were no watches with which to 
tell time. Sun dials were utilized to 
tell time during the day. Thus, no 
matter how long a day was in the 
summer, or how short it was in the 
winter, there were always twelve 
hours in a day. The major divisions 
of a day were the third hour (mid-
morning), the sixth hour (high 
noon), the ninth hour (mid-
afternoon), and the twelfth hour, 
which was the last hour of the day. 

The question is this; What can this 
tell us about various times men-
tioned in scripture, especially critical 
times of observance? The answer is, 
of course, a great deal! 

Three of the evangel (gospel) ac-
counts report that Yahshua died 
around the 9th hour (Mt. 27:45-50; 
Mk. 15:33-37; Lk. 23:44-46). 

We discover that the 9th hour of the 
day was the hour of prayer, “Now 
Peter and John went up together into 
the temple at the hour of prayer, be-
ing the ninth hour,” Acts 3:1. 

What else was associated with this 
hour of prayer? The Psalmist David 
gives us a hint, “Yahweh, I cry unto 
thee: make haste unto me; give ear 
unto my voice, when I cry unto thee. 
Let my prayer be set forth before 
thee as incense; and the lifting up of 
my hands as the evening sacrifice,” 
Psa. 141:1-2. 

The prayers of Yahweh’s saints are 
as incense to Him (Rev. 8:3-4). 
Zechariah, the priest, was burning 
incense during the hour of prayer, 
“There was in the days of Herod, 
the king of Judaea, a certain priest 
named Zachariah, of the course of 

Abia: and his wife was of the daugh-
ters of Aaron, and her name was 
Elisabeth. And they were both right-
eous before Elohim, walking in all 
the commandments and ordinances 
of Yahweh blameless. And they had 
no child, because that Elisabeth was 
barren, and they both were now well 
stricken in years. And it came to 
pass, that while he executed the 
priest's office before Yahweh in the 
order of his course, According to the 
custom of the priest's office, his lot 
was to burn incense when he went 
into the temple of Yahweh. And the 
whole multitude of the people were 
praying without at the time of in-
cense,” Lk. 1:5-10. 

The times of burning the incense are 
revealed in the book of Exodus, 
“And thou shalt make an altar to 
burn incense upon: of shittim wood 
shalt thou make it. A cubit shall be 
the length thereof, and a cubit the 
breadth thereof; foursquare shall it 
be: and two cubits shall be the height 
thereof: the horns thereof shall be of 
the same. And thou shalt overlay it 
with pure gold, the top thereof, and 
the sides thereof round about, and 
the horns thereof; and thou shalt 
make unto it a crown of gold round 
about. And two golden rings shalt 
thou make to it under the crown of 
it, by the two corners thereof, upon 
the two sides of it shalt thou make it; 
and they shall be for places for the 
staves to bear it withal. And thou 
shalt make the staves of shittim 
wood, and overlay them with gold. 
And thou shalt put it before the vail 
that is by the ark of the testimony, 
before the mercy seat that is over the 
testimony, where I will meet with 
thee. And Aaron shall burn thereon 
sweet incense every morning: when 

he dresseth the lamps, he shall burn 
incense upon it. And when Aaron 
lighteth the lamps at even, he shall 
burn incense upon it, a perpetual 
incense before Yahweh throughout 
your generations,” Ex. 30:1-8. 

The timing is not necessarily as spe-
cific in the morning, as it is in the 
even in the above verses, but the 
morning time of prayer, the trim-
ming of the menorah, and the burn-
ing of incense was probably at the 
third hour of the day (mid-
morning). This is actually the time 
that Yahshua was crucified, “And it 
was the third hour, and they cruci-
fied him,” Mk. 15:25. 

Also, on the day of Pentecost when 
the Holy Spirit was poured out, Pe-
ter declared that it was the third 
hour (Acts. 2:15) to wit, mid-
morning. 

“At even” gives us a very specific 
time for the lighting of the menorah, 
as well as the burning of incense 
(including the hour of prayer) be-
cause the Hebrew terminology was 
biyn ha erebim (~yBr[h !yB)! 

Biyn HaErebim was the exact time 
that the second daily sacrifice was 
offered, “Now this is that which 
thou shalt offer upon the altar; two 
lambs of the first year day by day 
continually. The one lamb thou shalt 
offer in the morning; and the other 
lamb thou shalt offer at even (biyn ha 
erebim): And with the one lamb a 
tenth deal of flour mingled with the 
fourth part of an hin of beaten oil; 
and the fourth part of an hin of wine 
for a drink offering. And the other 
lamb thou shalt offer at even, and 
shalt do thereto according to the 
meat offering of the morning, and 
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according to the drink offering 
thereof, for a sweet savour, an offer-
ing made by fire unto Yahweh. This 
shall be a continual burnt offering 
throughout your generations at the 
door of the tabernacle of the congre-
gation before Yahweh: where I will 
meet you, to speak there unto thee,” 
Ex. 29:38-42. 

Biyn HaErebim would better be trans-
lated as “between (biyn) the (ha) 
evens (erebim). Biyn not only means 
between, but it also has to do with 
discerning (through dividing with 
wisdom), or among, etc. We are to 
rightly divide (biyn) the word of 
truth (2 Thes. 2:15) with the wisdom 
imparted to us through the Holy 
Spirit (ruach ha qodesh). 

ERRONEOUS UNDERSTAND-
ING 

We know that the scriptures say 
that “the whole world has been de-
ceived by the great dragon” (Rev. 
12:9). “The whole world” would not 
include those who belong to 
Yahshua who are in the world, but 
not of the world any longer. Howev-
er, even when we are called to Yah-
weh’s truths, we must study His 
word in order to continually learn 
the “mysteries” that have been 
locked up to us all of our lives. The 
giving of the Holy Spirit through 
Yahshua is the key to unlocking 
those mysteries. 

The general world has no idea what 
“biyn ha erebim” is at all, but many of 
us who have been called out of the 
world, still haven’t come to the truth 
of the matter either. In our process 
of coming out of the world, we have 
been initially taught that “biyn ha 
erebim” is the period between sunset 
and total darkness, a period of about 
18 – 30 minutes. 

This period of light has been at-
tributed to the next day. In other 
words, our people have observed 
their 24 hour day as the period be-
tween sunset of one day, to sunset of 
the next day. Therefore, sunset ends 
the day and the period of light be-

tween sunset and darkness (which 
would include biyn ha erebim [the so-
called  period between sunset and 
darkness]) belongs to the new day 
that has begun at sunset. 

If this concept is true, then how can 
the SECOND daily sacrifice, which 
is sacrificed at biyn ha erebim, be ex-
actly that….THE SECOND? That 
would make it the first sacrifice of 
the day, not the second! In actuality, 
the first sacrifice of the day was per-
formed in the morning! 

The sun was given to rule the day, 
while the moon and stars were given 
to rule the night (Gen. 1:14-18). The 
1967 Zondervan Pictorial Dictionary, 
under the article CALENDAR, page 
138, says, “I. Days in the Biblical rec-
ord of time begins with the account 
of creation. Various reckonings and 
measurements were derived from 
these early records. The order of the 
Jewish day, beginning in the even-
ing, was based on the repeated 
phrase, “and there was evening, and 
there was morning” (Gen. 1:5b). 
While the Babylonian day, like that 
of most Near Easterners, began at 
sunrise, the Jewish day began at sun-
set (Deut. 23:11). Actually the demar-
cation between the end of one day 
and the beginning of another as ob-
served by the ancient Israelites was 
that moment when three stars of the 
second magnitude became visible. 
This is confirmed in Nehemiah 
(4:21) “so we labored at the work, 
and half of them held the spears 
from the break of dawn till the stars 
came out.” 

I also have an excerpt from the Ency-
clopedia Judaica which admits that 
the day ended when two or three 
stars were visible in the sky. 

Thus, the day doesn’t actually end at 
sunset. The sun rules by the power 
of its light. It was established in the 
heavens to rule the daylight portion 
of the day. The same would be appli-
cable for the beginning of the sun’s 
rule. When only two or three stars 
can be seen in the sky at sunrise, 

then the sun is ruling. This takes 
place before the sun crosses the hori-
zon. It continues to rule, even after 
sunset, until two or three stars can 
be seen in the darkening sky. 

THE EVENS 

The Hebrew word for “morning” is 
boqer. The morning (boqer) begins 
when the sun begins its rule, that is, 
when only two or three stars are left 
in the waning darkness. The morn-
ing (boqer) continues until the sun 
reaches high noon, which is zohar in 
Hebrew. 

Once the sun has crossed the high 
noon (Zohar) median, it has entered 
into the western sky. One of the He-
brew terms for west is ma-erev. This 
is the beginning of erev, that is, the 
first erev. Erev ends when the sun 
relinquishes its rule because of the 
darkening sky and the appearance of 
two or three stars. 

There will be charts prepared for 
you to look at below, but first we 
must address the Passover. 

PASSOVER 

Yahweh initiated the Passover sacri-
fice and observance in Egypt.  

“And Yahweh spake unto Moses 
and Aaron in the land of Egypt, say-
ing, This month shall be unto you 
the beginning of months: it shall be 
the first month of the year to you. 
Speak ye unto all the congregation of 
Israel, saying, In the tenth day of 
this month they shall take to them 
every man a lamb, according to the 
house of their fathers, a lamb for an 
house: And if the household be too 
little for the lamb, let him and his 
neighbour next unto his house take 
it according to the number of the 
souls; every man according to his 
eating shall make your count for the 
lamb. Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a male of the first year: ye 
shall take it out from the sheep, or 
from the goats: And ye shall keep it 
up until the fourteenth day of the 
same month: and the whole assem-
bly of the congregation of Israel 
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shall kill it in the evening (biyn ha 
erebim),” Ex. 12:1-6. 

When is biyn ha-erebim? Haven’t we 
established that it is the 9th hour of 
the day? Haven’t we established that 
it is mid-afternoon? The Passover 
was to be sacrificed at the exact 
same time that the second daily sac-
rifice was offered. It was the same 
time that the Menorah was lit. It 
was the same time that incense was 
offered. It was the same time as the 
hour of prayer. 

“And they shall take of the blood, 
and strike it on the two side posts 
and on the upper door post of the 
houses, wherein they shall eat it. 
And they shall eat the flesh in that 
night, roast with fire, and unleav-
ened bread; and with bitter herbs 
they shall eat it. Eat not of it raw, 
nor sodden at all with water, but 
roast with fire; his head with his 
legs, and with the purtenance there-
of. And ye shall let nothing of it re-
main until the morning; and that 
which remaineth of it until the 
morning ye shall burn with fire. 
And thus shall ye eat it; with your 
loins girded, your shoes on your feet, 
and your staff in your hand; and ye 
shall eat it in haste: it is Yahweh’s 
passover. For I will pass through the 
land of Egypt this night, and will 
smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and 
against all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgment: I am Yahweh. 
And the blood shall be to you for a 
token upon the houses where ye are: 
and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, and the plague shall not be 
upon you to destroy you, when I 
smite the land of Egypt. And this 
day shall be unto you for a memori-
al; and ye shall keep it a feast to 
Yahweh throughout your genera-
tions; ye shall keep it a feast by an 
ordinance for ever,” Ex. 12:7-14. 

Which day is memorialized as the 
feast? Isn’t it the 15th? Don’t the sev-
en days of unleavened bread begin 
with the 15th day? Doesn’t unleav-
ened bread end on the 21st day? 

“These are the feasts of Yahweh, 
even holy convocations, which ye 
shall proclaim in their seasons. In 
the fourteenth day of the first month 
at even (biyn ha-erebim [mid-
afternoon]) is Yahweh’s passover. 
And on the fifteenth day of the same 
month is the feast of unleavened 
bread unto Yahweh: seven days ye 
must eat unleavened bread. In the 
first day (the 15th day of the month) 
ye shall have an holy convocation: 
ye shall do no servile work therein. 
But ye shall offer an offering made 
by fire unto Yahweh seven days: in 
the seventh day is an holy convoca-
tion: ye shall do no servile work 
therein,” Lev. 23:4-8. 

“And Moses said unto the people, 
Remember this day, in which ye 
came out from Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage; for by strength of 
hand Yahweh brought you out from 
this place: there shall no leavened 
bread be eaten. This day came ye out 
in the month Abib. And it shall be 
when Yahweh shall bring thee into 
the land of the Canaanites, and the 
Hittites, and the Amorites, and the 
Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he 
sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a 
land flowing with milk and honey, 
that thou shalt keep this service in 
this month. Seven days thou shalt 
eat unleavened bread, and in the sev-
enth day shall be a feast to Yahweh. 
Unleavened bread shall be eaten sev-
en days; and there shall no leavened 
bread be seen with thee, neither shall 
there be leaven seen with thee in all 
thy quarters,” Ex. 13:3-7. 

Moses commanded the people to 
REMEMBER the day that they 
came out of Egypt. Isn’t there a com-
mand to REMEMBER the Sabbath 
day? It is the same Hebrew word! 
The day that Israel was delivered 
from Egypt was to be memorialized, 
remembered. That day is also speci-
fied in the book of Numbers, “And 
they departed from Rameses in the 
first month, on the fifteenth day of 
the first month; on the morrow after 
the passover the children of Israel 

went out with an high hand in the 
sight of all the Egyptians,” Num. 
33:3. 

Let’s continue in Exodus 12 now, 
“Seven days shall ye eat unleavened 
bread; even the first day (the 15th day 
of the first month) ye shall put away 
leaven out of your houses: for who-
soever eateth leavened bread from 
the first day until the seventh day, 
that soul shall be cut off from Israel. 
And in the first day (the 15th day) 
there shall be an holy convocation, 
and in the seventh day (the 21st day) 
there shall be an holy convocation to 
you; no manner of work shall be 
done in them, save that which every 
man must eat, that only may be 
done of you. And ye shall observe 
the feast of unleavened bread; for in 
this selfsame day have I brought 
your armies out of the land of Egypt: 
therefore shall ye observe this day in 
your generations by an ordinance for 
ever. In the first month, on the four-
teenth day of the month at even (ba-
erev), ye shall eat unleavened bread, 
until the one and twentieth day of 
the month at even (ba-erev). Seven 
days shall there be no leaven found 
in your houses: for whosoever eateth 
that which is leavened, even that 
soul shall be cut off from the congre-
gation of Israel, whether he be a 
stranger, or born in the land. Ye 
shall eat nothing leavened; in all 
your habitations shall ye eat unleav-
ened bread,” Ex. 12:15-20. 

Notice that they/we were/are to 
begin to eat on the 14th day of the 
month “at even.” The Hebrew term 
utilized here is ba-erev, it is not biyn 
ha-erebim! Ba-erev is the end of that 
day, which yields to the beginning of 
the next day, the 15th. Unleavened 
bread is to be eaten until the 21st day 
at even, that is, until the end of the 
21st day! Count it yourself! The 15th is 
the first day, the 21st is the seventh 
day. Unleavened is to be eaten seven 
days!  

In order to get this firmly in our 
minds, we have prepared some 
charts as shown on the next pages: 
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YAHSHUA’S SACRIFICE 

Yahshua’s sacrifice fulfilled all of 
the sacrifices that were offered by 
the Israelites of old. The first daily 
sacrifice was to be offered at the 
third hour of the day (mid-morning) 
which was the same time that the 
Menorah was to be trimmed, incense 
was to be offered on the altar of in-
cense, and the people were to be 
without praying. The second daily 
sacrifice was to be offered at mid-
afternoon (biyn ha-erebim/the ninth 
hour) along with the lighting of the 
Menorah, the burning of incense, 
and the prayers of the people. When 
the 14th day of Abib (the first month) 
arrived, the Passover lambs were to 
begin to be slaughtered at this same 
time. 

Yahshua was crucified at the third 
hour (mid-morning) of the 14th day 
of Abib. He died at the ninth hour 
(biyn ha-erebim, mid-afternoon) in 
order to fulfill the two daily sacrific-
es, as well as the Passover sacrifice. 
(All other sacrifices were included as 
well.) 

The Holy Spirit, according to the 
Apostle Peter, was poured out at the 

third hour on the day of Pentecost 
(Acts 2:15). 

Paul says that the pattern is to the 
Jew first and then to the Gentile. 
(Ro. 2:9-11) It is interesting to note 
that the Holy Spirit was first poured 
out on the Hebrew followers of the 
Messiah. The people of that day did-
n’t even believe that Yahweh would 
deal with non-Hebrews (Gentiles) 
until He began to work with Cor-
nelius of the Italian band (Acts 10:1). 
He was praying and given a vision 
at the 9th hour of the day (Acts 10:2-
3). 

This author would venture to say 
that when Peter arrived and began to 
speak concerning Yahshua, that the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on the 
Gentiles (non-Hebrews) at the 9th 
hour. You see, it is important to 
Yahweh that His plan be presented 
to us out of the Scriptures and their 
fulfillment also take place on the 
corresponding date and time of their 
observance. Therefore, Yahshua was 
sacrificed on the corresponding day 
and time of the Passover, and the 
morning and evening sacrifices. 

The official days of Unleavened 
Bread began and ended at their pre-
scribed times, that is, the 15th and 
21st days of the moon/month.  

Yahshua was resurrected at the pre-
scribed time between the end of the 
seventh day Sabbath, and the begin-
ning of the first day of the week 
(also the weeks, that is Shavout, the 
count-down to Pentecost). 

He ascended at the prescribed time 
of the offering of the wave-sheaf 
(Lev. 23:9-16), to be accepted as the 
firstfruits, the firstborn from the 
dead on the day following the sev-
enth day Sabbath that fell in the 
midst of the days of Unleavened 
Bread (Jn. 20:17, Col. 1:18). 

The count-down to Pentecost which 
consists of seven perfect Sabbath 
cycles began on that first day of the 
week, and culminated with the Holy 
Spirit being poured out to raise up 
His firstfruits assembly on the day 
of Pentecost as prescribed in the To-
rah (Lev. 23:16-17).  

Yahweh fulfills His plan perfectly 
and at His own prescribed times, 
whether we understand it or not.  

Hopefully you can understand.     
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CONCLUSION 

The sun rules the day. It’s rule 
doesn’t end at sunset, but about 18-30 
minutes later when two or three 
stars appear in the sky. Conversely, 
the daylight portion of the day be-
gins when only two or three stars 
can be seen in the sky. 

The portions of the day are; morn-
ing (boqer), the sun is rising. Boqer 
looks like this in Pictorial Hebrew 
(rqb).  The beit (b) is its house, 
the qof (q) is the sun on the hori-
zon, and the resh (r) is its head as it 
is leaving its house and rising to-
ward its apex. 

High noon is zohar. It looks like this 
in Pictorial Hebrew (rez). It has 

reached the apex of its power to reap 
as the zayin is the ancient picture of 
a harvesting instrument (z). It now 
beholds (e) its western trek (r), 
that is, the second erev/ereb            
(bro) the direction its face is 
looking to as it begins to descend 
toward the house . 

Even (erev) is the period of time 
when the sun is descending, which 
begins immediately after it has 
crossed it’s apex (zohar) into the 
western (ma-erev) sky. Even (erev) 
looks like this in the Pictorial He-
brew (bro). Its eye directs its 
head (r) to its house (b) in the 
west. This descent continues until 
two or three stars are visible, then 
the night (layil) has come. 

Biyn ha-erebim means “between the 
evens.” The first even (erev) occurs 
when the sun enters into the west-
ern sky, and the last even (erev) oc-
curs when two or three stars can be 
seen. Biyn ha-erebim is mid–
afternoon, specifically the 9th hour. 
This is the time of the evening sacri-
fice,  the second sacrifice of the day, 
the time of incense and prayer, the 
time of the lighting of the menorah, 
and the time of the Passover sacri-
fice in its season. 

This is also the time of day that 
Yahshua, our Passover, breathed His 
last breath on the cross. JH 
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